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Chinese National Healthy Living Centre

Project Co-ordinator: Siu-fan Lee
Project Assistant: Helena Lee
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Whispers of Time
Oral History of London's Chinese:
Memories of Migration and Settlement



The Chinese National Healthy Living Centre proudly presents
"Whispers of Time', the first ever DVD documentary on
London's Chinese featuring memories of migration and
settlement among the early immigrants. The aim of the

_ project is to enhance understanding of Chinese heritage and

~ culture and to facilitate better intergenerational
E "ﬂ communication. This project is supported by the Heritage

Lottery Fund.

This DVD records the life stories of over 30
Chinese elderly people who came and settled
in Britain since the 1950s. About 30 hours of
interview footage were collected and
professionally edited into a full-length film
of 90 minutes, in original languages with

English subtitles.
The documentary covers a wide array of themes, (:) _"'-l.l
including childhood experiences, the war years, . \A I
marriage in China, migration, early impressions of .rJ J j k -

Britain, settlement, achievements, next generation
and outlook on British life. Their lively anecdotes will
touch everybody's heart.

Interested in knowing more about Britain through the eyes of
the early Chinese immigrants? For the first time in London,
this silent, resilient, hardworking ethnic group is opening up:
a weak voice with perhaps a strong message!

The DVD will be distributed to local
libraries and community organisations
for circulation among the public. In
addition, a series of screenings,
exhibitions, and educational activities
will take place from April to May 2005
in libraries, museums, community
centres and schools throughout
London.
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